GOD GOVERNS IN THE AFFAIRS OF MEN

The Great Spirit Protects That Man
Story Seven

nother incident that happened in

July of 1755 is equally inspiring.
The French had been using the
Indians to raise havoc on the British
settlers in that area, as well as
placing lead markers claiming the
land as their own. The British King
had become very concerned and in
July of 1755, sent a seasoned British
General, General Edward Braddock
and 2,400 troops, to drive the French
and Indians out of their territory.
George Washington was assigned as
an advisor to General Braddock
because of his experience in that
area. Unfortunately, General
Braddock refused to take
any of his council which
caused the following
event.

In June, they
started their march
toward the Ohio
Valley. The purpose of this
march was to secure Fort Pitt,
located in modern day Pittsburgh,
and then use it as a facility from
which to drive the French and
Indians out of their territory. On
July 9, 1755, General Braddock’s
troops marched into a small valley
surrounded by tall grass, brush, and
trees—approximately seven miles
from modern day Pittsburgh. As

soon as a majority of the troops were
within the valley, the French and
Indians, who had lain in ambush
opened fire, killing 456 men and
wounding 422 British and American
troops. During this engagement,
General Braddock had five horses
shot out from under him and
received several bullet wounds that
resulted in his death three days later.
George Washington had two horses
shot out from under him and
received four bullet holes in his
jacket but none pierced his body.

Both men showed
extraordinary courage
during this fierce
battle. George
Washington’s
friend, Dr. Craik,
who was a witness of the battle
said: “I expected at every
movement to see him fall.
His duty and situation
exposed him to every danger.
Nothing but the superintending care
of Providence could have saved him
from the fate of all around him.”

Fifteen years after this battle, while
exploring lands near the old battle
site, George Washington was visited
by an old chief and his party. It was
the chief who led the Indians in the

Copyright 2006 Preservation of the Arts, Inc.
www.americasfamily.org - Catalog #AFF12345

LEGACY OF FAITH SERIES—26






