GOD GOVERNS IN THE AFFAIRS OF MEN

Providential Hand of Protection
Story Nine

nother event which

demonstrates Providential
assistance took place in October of
1781. General Charles Cornwallis
and some 7,000 British and Hessian
soldiers had been waging war in the
south and had determined to capture
Virginia, and then on to the central
states. General Cornwallis
designated Yorktown as his staging
area because of the ready access to
the ocean and York River.

A few months earlier, during June
and July of 1781, Washington had

planned to attack the British in New
York, but was unable to gather
sufficient troops. Upon hearing
Cornwallis had moved to Yorktown,
Washington changed his plans and
headed for Virginia to capture
Cornwallis. Manned with French
and American troops and the support
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of 28 French sail-of-the-line ships
and several frigates carrying some
3,000 more troops, Washington
planned to block the Chesapeake
Bay entrance to Yorktown. For the
first time, it seemed the odds clearly
favored Washington

The French and Americans quickly
surrounded Yorktown and began
their siege. Realizing the extreme
danger, General Cornwallis planned
to abandon Yorktown and escape
across the York River to Gloucester
and then on to New York.
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On the night of the 16th, Cornwallis
sent a portion of his troops across
the river arriving at Gloucester Point
just before midnight. A storm then
arose, which made the return of the
boats and transportation of the rest
of the troops totally impracticable.
All night the wind howled making
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