GOD GOVERNS IN THE AFFAIRS OF MEN

Freedom's Highway of 1620
Story Four

eligious persecution in England
Rsent the first successful
colonizers on freedom’s highway to
America during the fall of 1620. On
November 9, the Pilgrims first
sighted land. They originally
intended to land on the coast of
Virginia, where they had a land
patent from England. But because of
violent storms, which proved to be
Providential, they were driven off
course and compelled to enter Cape
Cod Bay (Massachusetts).

Two days later, before leaving the
Mayflower, they drafted the
Mayflower Compact. “The
Mayflower Compact was our first
American document of self-
government with unity. It was the
mustard seed transplanted to the
shores of America . .. It was the
seed of American Federalism, of
voluntary principles of government
derived from the Word of God, and
with the consent of the governed.”

It began,

“In ye name of God Amen. We
whose names are underwritten, the
loyall subjects of our dread
Soveraigne Lord King James by ye
grace of God, of Great Britaine,
Franc, & Ireland king, defender of
ve faith, &c. Haveing undertaken,

for ye glories of God, and
advancemente of ye Christian faith .
.. Doe by these presents solemnly &
mutualy in ye presence of god, and
one of another, covenant, & combine
ourselves togeather into a civill body
politic; for our better ordering, &
preservation & furtherance of ye
ends aforesaid . . .”

Immediately upon setting foot on
land, the Pilgrims fell to their knees
and blessed the God of Heaven who
had safely brought them there. To
their amazement, as they explored
their new home, they discovered the
land had been cleared, leveled, and
was ready for planting. There were
sweet water wells and a large kettle
filled with corn. You can imagine
their surprise.

It wasn’t until March of the next
year they discovered the answer to
this riddle. Samoset, an Indian
brave, walked into camp and in the
English language welcomed them—
another miracle. He told them that
four years before their arrival, a
large tribe of hostile indians, the
Patuxets, had settled there. During
that time a mysterious plague
occurred among the Indians and
every one of them died. Since then,
no other Indian tribe had dared to
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