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everal years ago a young Navy

man was made Captain and given
charge of a new naval vessel. He
was greatly impressed with this
promotion and his powerful ship,
Destroyer Arizona.

One foggy day during the initial sea
trials, he was standing on the bridge
of the ship when his communications
officer, a young Lt. Commander,
came up and said: “Sir, there is a
ship’s light heading straight in our
path.” “Signal him to change his
course 5 degrees,” the Captain said.
A few minutes later the young officer
returned with a message from the
other ship’s commander: “You
change your course,” signed Lt.
Smith. The hair on the Captain’s
neck bristled. “Send him another
message to change his course
immediately.” The young officer
hurried off and sent another message
as directed: “Change your course
immediately.” Again another
message came back. “You change
your course,” signed Lt. Smith.
Somewhat concerned, the young Lt.
Commander took the message to the
Captain. In a rage the Captain said,
“Send that Lieutenant this message:
“This is Captain Smith of the US
Destroyer Arizona and I have the
right-of-way. Now YOU change
your course immediately.” In a few

minutes the Lt. Commander
somewhat sheepishly returned with
yet another message. It read, “This
is Lt. Smith of the Green Point
Lighthouse. I recommend you
change your course or prepare to be
grounded.” Well, you can imagine
who changed course.

The message sent to the young naval
Captain by the Lighthouse Keeper is
appropriate for us to consider. As a
nation we are losing our charted
course and need to make immediate
corrections, for we have become a
little like Captain Smith. If we don’t
make corrections soon, we could be
like other nations who ignored their
Lighthouse Keeper, and find
ourselves in the graveyard of nations.

It is important to understand the
genesis of our freedoms if we are to
appreciate and cherish them. We, as
families and Americans, need to
study and assimilate the characters of
our Founding Fathers and once again
look to and pray for Divine guidance
in sustaining our freedom. We must
also recognize as a people and a
nation that God governs in the affairs
of men. To attempt to remove God
from our personal and national
affairs is, and always will be a
disastrous course.
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